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Fryern Infant and Junior Schools
R.E. Policy

Legal Requirement:
It is a statutory requirement that schools teach religious education as prescribed by the locally

agreed syllabus. In this school this means the Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education for Hampshire.
R.E. will be taught at The Federation of Fryern Infant and Junior Schools, in line with the county
agreed syllabus “Living Difference IV” (https://documents.hants.gov.uk/childrens-
services/HIAS/living-difference-1V-2021.pdf). The syllabus asks that children encounter four golden
threads — Community, Belonging, Special and Love — which are developed as the children move

through the school.

Rationale:

Religious education can provide a rich and wide range of experiences inside and outside the
classroom, which give children opportunities to develop concepts and skills that will help them to
make sense of their own experiences and beliefs, and to understand the beliefs and practices of
members of faith communities.

Indoctrination and conversion are not part of the educational process and therefore have no place
in religious education. Religious education is an educational subject in its own right, taught within an
educational framework.

Aims:

e To enable pupils to understand the nature of Christian beliefs and practices and the beliefs
and practices of other world faiths;

e To teach tolerance and challenge prejudice towards people of different faiths through
providing opportunities to develop an understanding of the value of living in a multicultural,
multi-faith and multi-lingual society;

o To help pupils reflect upon their own needs, experiences and questions and to confront
what are sometimes referred to as ‘ultimate questions’;

e To encourage pupils to develop open minds to new and different concepts and to form their
own opinions based on evidence and argument;

e To maintain close links with local churches and other religious communities;

e Tolearn from religions in addition to gaining knowledge and understanding about religions.

Practice:

The Contribution of R.E. to the wider curriculum:

We recognise the important contribution that the teaching of RE contributes to the development of
children’s spiritual, moral, cultural and social education. We see it as integral in the delivery of
citizenship.


https://documents.hants.gov.uk/childrens-services/HIAS/living-difference-IV-2021.pdf
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/childrens-services/HIAS/living-difference-IV-2021.pdf
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Planning:
A long-term overview of the RE curriculum provides a two-year rolling cycle, to ensure continuity

and progression. Medium term plans have been produced for each unit of work.

Responsibilities:

It is the responsibility of each class teacher to ensure that the agreed RE curriculum is delivered in
their classroom. It is the responsibility of the RE coordinator to ensure that the RE curriculum is
effectively planned, assessed and resourced. It is the reasonability of the teacher to deliver and
assess lessons.

Schemes of Work:
The Schemes of Work for RE follow the “Living Difference” strategy of delivery through the study of

concepts.

In early years, a religious education theme is planned as an integral part of the school life and
curriculum. At this stage it is not necessary to teach about specific faiths, but foster an awareness of,
and an interest in, various religions.

At key stage 1 Pupil focus on Christianity and Judaism. In Key stage 2 the key faith focus’ are:
Christianity, Sikhism and Hinduism in key stage 2. (See the long-term overview for KS1 and KS2).

Teaching and Learning Strategies:

The RE curriculum will be delivered in line with the procedures agreed in the school’s teaching and
learning policy. RE is delivered in blocked units. Links are made with the creative arts including
drama, art music. A mix of whole class, group and individual approaches are used.

Assessment, recording and reporting arrangements:

Class teachers will assess the children using the agreed assessment framework for RE. Recording of
children’s attainment will take place at the end of each unit of work. Children’s attainment in RE will
be reported to parents as part of the annual written report to parents.

Use of technology:

Where it is deemed appropriate, ICT will be used to deliver the RE curriculum.

Reference to other policies:

This policy should be read in conjunction with the school’s policies including equal opportunities,
special educational needs, health and safety, and behaviour management.

Right of Withdrawal:
All parents are informed of their right to withdraw their children from RE lesson.

Review:

This policy will be reviewed every two years.

Standards in the quality of the delivered RE curriculum will be monitored by the RE leaders through
monitoring of assessment, lesson observations, pupil interviews and work sampling.
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Governors will monitor RE through the Governors Curriculum Committee and wider curriculum

strategy group.
Key stage 1:
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